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PRESIDENT JOSEPH HOUTHUYS OF THE BELGIAN CONFEDERATIONS 
OF CHRISTIAN TRADE UNIONS (CSC) AND OF THE EUROPEAN 
ORGANIZATION OF THE WORLD CONFEDERATION OF LABOR 
(EO/WCL) TOLD THE EMBASSY LABOR ATTACHE FEBRUARY 8 
THAT HE WAS OPPOSED TO ENTRY OF COMMUNIST UNIONS 
INTO THE EUROPEAN TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION (ETUC) 

FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE, TO EAST/WEST EUROPEAN 
LABOR CONFERENCES OUTSIDE THE ILO FRAMEWORK, AND TO 
COOPERATION WITH SOVIET AND OTHER EAST EUROPEAN 
TRADE UNIONS WITHOUT EXTENSIVE AND LENGTHY TESTING 
OF THEIR INTENTIONS. HE THOUGHT THE GREATEST DANGER 
OF HASTY, ILL-ADVISED RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN DEMOCRATIC 
AND COMMUNIST TRADE UNIONS IN EUROPE LAY IN ATTEMPTS 
OF THE GERMAN DGB AND THE BRITISH TUC TO EXPLOIT CONTACTS 
WITH THE SOVIETS IN THEIR RIVALRY FOR LEADERSHIP AMONG 
WEST EUROPEAN UNIONS, AND IN LEFT-WING TENDENCIES WITHIN 
THE TUC ITSELF. HE SAID ENTRY OF THE CRHISTIAN TRADE 
UNIONS INTO THE ETUC WOULD STRENGTHEN OPPOSITON TO 
ADMISSION OF COMMUNIST UNIONS AND HELP GENERALLY TO 
KEEP RELATIONS BETWEEN WEST EUROPE'S DEMOCRATIC TRADE 
UNIONS AND EAST EUROPE'S TRADEUNION S FROM GETTING OUT 
OF CONTROL. IN THIS RESPECT, HE SAID, AMERICANS SHOULD 
NOT CONFUSE CHIRSTIAN SUPPORT FOR EAST- WEST LABOR 
"CONTACTS" WITH A DESIRE FOR "COOPERATION ", OR 
INTERPRET CHRISTIAN TACTICS IN THE ILO OR OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL CONTEXTS AS A WEAKENING OF THE STRONG 
ATTACHMENT OF EUROPE'S CHRISTIAN UNIONS, INCLUDING THE 

FRENCH, TO "PRINCIPLE" OF FREE AND DEMOCRATIC TRADE 
UNIONISM. DETAILS BY AIRGRAM. STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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